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Guest speakers inform and inspire at 2016 State Lions Convention
A well-planned and well-conducted 2016 State Lions
Convention with many highlights was held at the Marriott
Hotel in Cedar Rapids, Thursday night through Saturday, June
2-4. Congratulations go to President PDG Kathy Rhinehart
and all of the Convention Planning Committee for its success.
It enthusiastically set the stage for a year of Iowa Lions’
celebrations of the 2017 Lions International Centennial.
For many the first activity was the Friday noon luncheon.
After a rousing welcome to Cedar Rapids from City Councilman
Scott Olson, the Convention got its first glimpse of International
Director Robert Littlefield. In his opening remarks, ID Littlefield
talked about the Lions Family and how he and wife Kathy had
immediately felt at home in our convention—that’s family!
The luncheon speaker was Brandon Johnson from Johnson

KLISE AWARD: PDG Stephen “Steph” Becker of Waterloo is
the 2016 recipient of the G.E. “Bud” Klise Leadership Award,
presented by its sponsor, PID Norm Dean, at right. Other finalists announced were VDG Chris Anderson of Audubon and PDG
James Trannell, a Dubuque Noon Lions Club member.

City, Tennessee.  Cancelled flights and lost luggage might have
bothered some speakers, but not Brandon. Clad in his travel
clothes, Brandon wowed the convention with his enthusiasm
and excitement for Lionism. As the youngest person to ever
join Lions, Brandon outlined for us what a young Lion expects
from Lionism.  Simply stated, Brandon told us that young Lions
expect friendship, social networking, and the opportunity to
change the world.  Not much different from the rest of us!
On Friday afternoon a significant entourage of the
convention’s 160 registered guests participated in tours of the
Iowa Lions Donor Memorial and Healing Garden and the U of I
Cochlear Implant Center, returning with an added appreciation
for both.
-– CONTINUED TO PAGE 3 –

Annie Sullivan (portrayed by Anna Marceau, at left) was “The
Miracle Worker” when she succeeded in teaching Helen Keller
(played by Helena LaCorte) the word “water” in the powerfully
poignant performance at the state convention by past and present North Scott High School students.

Steps to improve membership and member satisfaction
By PDG Terry L. Durham
MD-9 Global Membership Team Coordinator

Why is Membership Important?
Current membership in Lions Clubs International
is over 1.4 million members as of March 2016. Each
member is serving 50 people each year. However,
that growth in membership is not happening in North
America. For the last several years, membership has
declined in the USA and Canada. Membership in the
USA as of March: 328,462 members. Membership
in Southeast Asia is 323,719 members and in India
319,478 members. We who founded this organization
99 years ago are about to be overtaken by other parts
of the world. These areas of the world are growing
every year in membership while we continue to decline
in North America.

Membership Satisfaction

Growth in a club is achieved through new member recruitment and membership satisfaction, which results in members
staying and serving longer with their club. Membership
satisfaction is the feeling that you want Lions to have by being
a member of your club. By encouraging Lions to participate in
activities, they will feel satisfied and members will continue
to stay.  Retention is the result of Lions being happy with their
club experience.  
Steps for Member Satisfaction
l.   Create a plan for the club
2.  Incorporate member satisfaction plan as part of the club.
3.  Conduct an exit questionnaire as to why this member is
     leaving the club.  

Club Membership Committee

As a membership chairperson there are a number of
people who you can call on to work with you in forming your
committee.  As chair of the membership committee, you can
call on last year’s membership chair if you are in your first year,
and any member who has interest in growing membership. Your
District GMT team can assist and offer advice.  As a committee
your plan should include a meeting to determine groups or
individuals in the community that would make good Lions. By
doing a community needs assessment of the community you
will be better able to target individuals who have an interest in
working to fulfill that need in your community.  

Sources of Information

Clubs also benefit from other clubs by sharing practices and
success stories.  As chairperson in a club you can more easily
increase your club numbers and increase member satisfaction
by utilizing every available resource at your disposal. LCI
understands that every new member and retained member
supports 50 people around the world. The Membership Pulse,

published by Lions Clubs International quarterly, provides
news and information on membership programs and new
club formation.   Membership chairs receive it automatically.
Past issues can be found on the LCI web site by searching
membership communication.  

Member Checklist

Use the following checklist not only for new members but the
current membership to ensure that new members feel welcome
and that the current members feel needed and valuable to the
club.  
1. Have I made the new members and the current
members feel welcome as a part of the Lions Family?
2. Does each member both old and new have
responsibilities in the club?  These members are needed
for the club to function and carry out service activities.   
3. Has the club valued new and old members’ input
and respected their ideas? Do they feel part of the Lions
family and look forward to the meetings and service or
fundraising projects?
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2016 State Convention review
-– CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 –

Surely to be long remembered was the outstanding
presentation of Lancer Production’s version of “The Miracle
Worker” on Friday night. It was made possible by a reunion
of students and graduates of North Scott High School who had
previously performed it. Stacie Kintigh was play director.
Featured speaker at the Saturday Brunch was Ben Aldrich,
PhD, the senior research scientist at the Iowa Lions Eye Bank,
who illustrated and explained world-leading research being
done at the Eye Bank.
In the business session certified delegates approved by
wide margins the two proposed changes to the Lions Clubs
of Iowa Bylaws. PDG Fred Stark, who has served as our state
Parliamentarian for 25 years, praised the propriety and civility
of the discussions that preceded the voting.
State Administrator Tim Wilson reported on state office
improvements, and announced that a new email address:
info@IowaLions.org is being phased in and the aol.com address
is being phased out. He announced that the next “Who’s Who”
state directory will be digital only. He reminded that the $1.00
for the Campaign Fund that has been part of state dues will not
need to be assessed for the 2016-2017 Lions year. SA Wilson
encouraged Lions to contact the state office to volunteer their
help with the Beep Baseball National World Series in Ames,
July 24-31 (games are July 26-31).
Committee and board meetings and elections are an
important part of the convention. The Iowa Lions Foundation
elected: Zane Vokes, president; Reba Reed, vice-president;
Gary Fry, executive secretary; and SA Wilson is treasurer.
The Past District Governors Association elected Mary
Porter, president; Andrea Lee, vice-president; and Connie
Inman, secretary.
Chairperson Sheri Holliday said this year’s Youth Exchange
Camp will be at Camp Wesley Woods near Indianola, July 1723. At the convention the committee was in need of hosts for
five of the 19 exchange students planning to be in Iowa in July.
Lions volunteers are needed for the camp.
International Banquet
International Director Robert Littlefield – and his wife,
Kathy – were the featured speakers for the International
Banquet Saturday evening. ID Robert started out by telling us
how special this convention was as it was his last as a sitting ID.  

Member gives notice of intentions to
seek Director Candidate endorsement
Notice is given that an Iowa Lion has informed the Council of Governors of her intentions to seek the endorsement
of Multiple District 9 to become a candidate for International Director for Lions Clubs International. Endorsement
will require a “Special Convention” as part of the business
session at the 2017 Mid-Winter Leadership Conference
scheduled for January 7, 2017 in Des Moines.

ID Robert and Kathy Littlefield proved to be popular top guests
at the convention. Kathy showed her passion for Lions’ eradicate
measles initiative and Iowans responded with their support.

He went on to say that we are the special ones because of all we
do, but we don’t do enough.  As long as there is poverty, hunger,
unclean drinking water, people dying from treatable diseases
and human trafficking in the world there is more to be done.  
“National Borders are dots on a map when service to humanity
is needed and offered.” Although we live in an age of fear, we
can overcome that fear through dignity and harmony.  Dignity
is given, not gotten and when Lions care they give dignity.  He
went so far as to suggest that clubs put their new members on
a committee and challenge them to come up with a community
service project. He ended his talk by asking us to pledge to
serve—a challenge not to be taken lightly.
Many awards were announced including:
• Klise Leadership Award to PDG Stephen Becker of
Waterloo
• Whitten Service Award to PDG Elwin Hodges of Humboldt
(unable to be present)
• Spark Plug Award to Joan Thompson of Winfield (unable
to be present)
• Partner in Service Warren Coleman awards to Barb Farley
and Charlotte Miller
• President’s Leadership Award to Jim Bixler
• The Presidential Award to Pat Mason, Andy Ploehn,
Herman Kopitzke and Bill Pollard
With the passing of the Council of Governors’ Council Chair
gavel from Bill Pollard to Terry Durham, the 2016 International
Banquet rang to a close.
Among the “first-timers” at the convention were new 9SW
Trustee Allen Zobel and his wife, Chrystal, of Exira. When
asked for a comment Allen responded, “Chrystal and I felt
very much welcomed and a part of the Pride of Lions that were
present as well as the many Marriott workers who served us. It
was fun, entertaining as well as enlightening to what LIONS are
– a wonderful group of caring, compassionate Americans.”
Editor’s Note: Thank you to volunteer reporters Steve and
Mary Halstead who contributed to this report.
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Tennessee Lion Brandon Johnson
pumped energy and “Lions spirit”
into everyone with his enthusiasm.

From left, Iowa Pin Traders President Yogi Braet awarded pin design prizes to Don Foor,
District Governor pin; Donna Wood, District (9EC) pin; and Paul Fugate, personal pin, a race
car. In Internet racing Fugate has won $650 to date, pledged to the Iowa Lions Foundation.

STATE CONVENTION REFLECTIONS
JUNE 3-4, 2016 – CEDAR RAPIDS, IOWA

Venerable PDG Fred
Stark, Lions state Parliamentarian for 25 years.

9SE DG Don Foor, at left, and PDG Art Matje teamed up to entertain with
an original song about the Lions’ first century being almost over - with the
audience singing the chorus line, “all over the world.”

The family of Helen Keller watches with concern as Annie Sullivan deals
forcefully with one of Helen’s temper tantrums, in this scene from the powerful performance of “The Miracle Worker” at the state convention.

AT RIGHT: Des Moines Outreach
Lion Clayton Copple models what
a well-dressed Lion might wear for
an upcoming Hickory Golf Outing
that will raise funds for the Iowa
Lions Foundation and be a Centennial year celebration event.
Copple is president of the Hickory
Golf Association.

Lion Carroll Jackson and Hunter, his leader dog. In
seminars he told “The Latest Wigs and Wags from Leader
Dog.” Jackson, legally blind since sixth grade, and Hunter
have logged 504 flights, 42 states, 4 Canadian provinces
and 1 U.S. Territory sharing this story.
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STATE CONVENTION HONOREES

Lion Pat Mason, in center, was presented a President’s Award,
Lions International’s second highest honor. Pat was longtime
director of the Iowa Lions Eye Bank and since has had a vital
volunteer role with the Iowa KidSight program.

Lion Jim Bixler, in center, with ID Robert Littlefield and PID Judy
Hankom, was awarded the Lions International Leadership medal.
Lion Bixler has served as President of the Iowa Lions Foundation
and has been a generous supporter with his time and talent.

ID Robert Littlefield poses with
International President’s Award
recipients, from left, PDG
Herman Kopitzke of Boone;
Council Chair Bill Pollard of
Altoona & PDG Andy Ploehn
of Bettendorf. This Lions International honor is second only
to the Ambassador of Goodwill award. PID Judy Hankom
announced the awards.

From left, CC Bill Pollard with recipients of International President’s Certificates of
Appreciation, PDG Kathy Rhinehart of Eldridge, PDG Debbie Doty of Oskaloosa, State
Administrator PDG Tim Wilson of Ames and CCE Terry Durham of Cedar Rapids.

Honored by the Partners in Service with
Warren Coleman awards: Barb Farley of
Neola and PDG Charlotte Miller, Story City.

A fun surprise “award” was the presentation of “stuffed shirts” to these Lions slated to be
2016-2017 district governors, as one had joked they would be joining the Stuffed Shirt Society.
From left: Paul Hain, 9SE; Rob Rhinehart, 9EC; Dan Friedrichs, 9NW upon appointment; Jack
Schlesselman, 9NE; Lisa Prochaska, 9NC; Ken Klemish, 9SW; and Bill Shutters, 9MC.

June 2016...THE IOWA LION...Page 5

HICKORY GOLF ASSOCIATION
OUTING SUNDAY, AUGUST 7

The Lioness clubs of Iowa have chosen these officers for
the 2016-2017 Lioness year. Left to right, seated are Charlotte
McGinty, Associate State Lioness Coordinator, and Nancy
Johnson, State Lioness Coordinator. Standing are Ruth
Rasmussen, Secretary, and Helene Rosaue, Treasurer.

“Wooden-stick” golf clubs, “small” strange golf
balls and “sand” tee boxes played by golfers attired in
knickers, floppy-hats, high-stockings from the 1920s
era --- You Have To Do It! Plans are for anyone
interested in participating in an official “Hickory Golf
Association” tournament to complete the registration
form included to play in a “Four-Person Best Ball”
and/or become an event sponsor. The date is Sunday,
August 7, 10 a.m. “shotgun-start” at the La Porte City
Golf Course, La Porte City, Iowa. Actual “hickory golf
clubs” will be provided as part of the registration fee,
along with a lunch, prizes, displays from “times-goneby” and much more. Appropriate “period apparel” can
be purchased by referring to the iowalions.org website
(but not required).
9NE LIONS “HICKORY GOLF ASSOCIATION – OUTING”
[To Support the Lions Programs of Serving Others
and the Iowa Lions Foundation]
*Four-Person Best Ball* --Sunday, August 7, 2016 – 10:00 a.m.
La Porte City Golf Course, La Porte City, Iowa
---REGISTRATION FORM--- (DUE by July 29 with Fees)
Team Captain: __________________________________
E-mail: _______________________________________
Address: ______________________________________
_____________________________________________
#2 -__________________________________________

Passing of the State Lioness Coordinator’s gavel - from Judy
Stone, at left, to Nancy Johnson, at the State Lioness Day held
April 23 in Martinsdale.

Garrison Lions co-sponsoring Erma
Bombeck tribute show August 6

The Iowa Theatre Artists Company of Amana and the
Garrison Lions Club will present a fundraising performance of
“Erma Bombeck: At Wit’s End” on Saturday, August 6 at rural
Amana, Iowa.
Actress Meg Merckens will be featured in the role of Erma
Bombeck. The humorous show, written by Margaret Engel and
Allison Engel, is described as “a loving tribute to an American icon – a humorist who went from homemaker to nationally syndicated columnist and whose words spoke to and for a
generation of women.” Bombeck humorously lampooned the
frustrations and foibles of her time.
Tickets for the 2 p.m. show are $16. Call Garrison Lion Dick
Flickinger for tickets: (319) 477-8423, or call the ITAC BOX
OFFICE: (319) 622-3222. The show location is 4709 220th
Trail, Amana.

#3 -__________________________________________
#4 -__________________________________________
Fees (Check-One):
$400.00 = Four-Person Team (includes: 18-holes, two-carts,
lunch, “Hickory Clubs,” prizes) - ________
$340.00 – Four-Person Team (includes: 18-holes, lunch,
“Hickory Clubs,” prizes, with NO carts) - _______
*Sponsorship Opportunities: $500 = Event Sponsorship
(includes Four-Person Team Fees and Hole Sponsor);
$100 = Hole Sponsor Only; $75 = Tee Sponsor Only;
$50 = “Hickory Clubs Set”-Rental (PROVIDE NAME OF
SPONSOR AND PAYMENT) *Prize(s) Sponsor = Prize(s)
description: _____________________________________
[Deliver / send / mail item(s) to: Lion Stephen Becker,
1618 Lark Lane, Waterloo, IA. 50701 by July 13]
TOTAL AMOUNT Enclosed (includes Golf Team Fees &
Sponsorships) = $ _______________
Make Check Payable to: 9NE LIONS HGA
Mail to: Lion Stephen G Becker,
1618 Lark Lane, Waterloo, Iowa 50701
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Council considers ending mailing The Iowa Lion

The Iowa Lion magazine’s days as a printed and
mailed publication may be coming to an end. While
the magazine is currently operating well within the
budgeted $5.66 per member, the future is nevertheless
growing uncertain for this publication.

Membership has been slowly declining, which
in turn means that revenue is declining to support
the magazine. Some have suggested that printing
and mailing costs could be saved if most Lions
would decide to read The Iowa Lion online, in its
digital format. Currently, the magazine is available
to everyone/anyone with a computer and access to
the Internet. You don’t need to be a Lion. A digital
format would open up possibilities for using links
to district pages, adding more pages, and even
embedding video clips for members to view, and
allow inclusion of hyperlinks to websites and other
options not available in print.
But member access to the Internet may not
be universal. Because several factors need to be
considered, the Editorial Board asked the District
Governors to determine two things: Would Lions
accept going to the Lions of Iowa website to read
their magazine on their computers, phones or tablets?
How many Lions would still prefer to receive a
mailed copy? And, most important, who are they?
Therefore, at the request of your Editorial Board,
the Council of Governors agreed to poll members
in their districts to see how many would require a
mailed copy of The Iowa Lion magazine. Getting
this number and list of names is very important.
Cost for printing/mailing one magazine now is 47
cents per copy, but we are printing over 8,000 copies
each month. Because printing fewer copies would
drive up the cost per magazine, SA Tim Wilson and
Editor Desiree Dixon have looked into the cost of
printing fewer magazines; i.e., would there be any real
savings? If only 1,000 Lions would want a mailed
copy, there would be considerable savings. Mailing
1,000 copies at 25 cents per copy and printing each
for 95 cents (black and white only) or a total of $1.20
a copy, would cost $1,200, a savings of about $2,475
per issue. This amounts to a savings of $24,750 per
year for 10 issues.

On the other hand, if a large number of Iowa Lions
still want a mailed copy, then the savings might be
lost, and could cost even more than printing and
mailing 8,000. State Administrator Tim Wilson will
be collecting a list of names of Lions who wish to have
a mailed copy. We are asking for club cooperation in
reporting who of your members wish to have a mailed
copy of the magazine. For those who wish to have an
emailed reminder with a link to the magazine, clubs
will then need to provide members’ email addresses
to the state office.
Some in the past have thought that we should
“just do it!” But the Editorial Board felt that we
should take some time to allow ordinary Lions to
have a voice in how they receive their magazines.
So, club officers, please work with your District
Governor team to report your list of requests for
mailed magazines and email addresses. The sooner
we know how many we need to mail, the sooner we
will have our answer.
-- Diana Benzing,
Editorial Board Chairperson

From the State
Administrator’s Desk
SA Tim Wilson
Iowa Lions have new App
I’m happy to announce that the Lions Clubs of Iowa
now have our own App! Some members have (recently)
been using a test app and now our app is live and public.
To download the app just go to Apple Store or Play Store
for Android and search “MD9 Iowa Lions,” click install.
For those of you that have the test app you will need
to uninstall the test app before downloading the new,
permanent app. This way you will be able to get any
updates.
This is another communication tool for us as we work
to grow our membership and leadership. If you have any
questions please feel free to contact me. And tell our
members!  Thanks!
From THE IOWA LION archives – February 1999
edition: It was announced that Iowa Lions would start
sharing information through emails.
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DISTRICT

themselves with diabetes. The answer is that diabetes is the
silent killer of people. Diabetes can cause blindness, can cause
the loss of appendages ... and cause death if left untreated.

9MC

Garry Vokes
District Governor
9894 Sunset Terrace
Clive, Iowa 50325-6434
515-779-1249

E-mail: vokeswagon@me.com
WE WANT YOU! This is not a reissue of the draft for
the armed forces. It is a call for all members to consider
serving on the district team in some capacity. There are zone
chairs available and other cabinet positions available. Another
great need is individuals to participate on the Alert Team. You
really won’t have to do anything unless we have some type of
disaster. Here we would coordinate with FEMA and county
officials during times of natural disasters. Training would be
provided and as you know we do have tornados and floods in
Iowa. Being a part of the cabinet you learn more about Lions
and can lead better because you know what is going on.
By the time you read this all the conventions will be over and
the state will have just completed. There will be about a month
left in the Lions year and we need to push new membership.
Have you asked friends and neighbors about being a Lion?
When you talk to others about Lions do you tell them of all
the things Lions do? Do you know what Lions do so that you
can tell them? Think about the floods in 2008 and the Cedar
River decided to overflow its banks and caused billions of
dollars in damages and the fact that the district governor then
received $10,000 for immediate dispersal to help people with
personal needs. How LCIF came through and gave money to
help rebuild community centers. What about KidSight? This
is the biggest funding measure and it benefits Iowa children.
This program was started by a grant from LCIF. Since its
inception Iowa screeners have screened over 406,000 kids in
Iowa with 24,000 plus children referred for glasses. That might
not have been caught and some form of eye problems would
have resulted. Poor eyesight is one of the biggest reasons why
kids do not do well in school and by the time they are caught
and fitted for glasses it’s too late. Kids set a pattern when they
are in the formative years and if they cannot see well then they
have a tendency to do poorly in school.
My year as governor has been full of traveling and meeting
many new people who are members of this great organization.
They all share one thing in common…to improve the lives of
others in their community and around the world.
We think of the toddler who hears his mother’s voice for
the first time through the cochlear implant provided by the
University of Iowa. We think of the beaming smile and the
warmth and tears of the mother after seeing the toddler’s
reaction to her voice. There are other programs such as the
initiatives to eradicate measles and river blindness. Not only
are we in the business of eyes and ears – we provide programs
for diabetic care. You might ask why do the Lions concern

We have to support our organization through actual hands
on service and through our pockets. We may see the money that
goes out to foreign countries but that money comes back to us
when we have disasters or other worthy projects that we can get
grants for. I will close my column saying it has been a great
learning experience and pleasure to serve our district as District
Governor. Remember as Helen Keller said “Alone we can do
so little but together we can do so much.”

Club activities

Kellogg – Three fundraisers in April for our “signature”
accomplishment ... new electronic sign. 1st was a chicken
noodle dinner, 2nd a soup supper, and on a recent Friday a
sandwich supper, with a “tip night” at a restaurant the week
prior, bringing in over $2,000. The club members continue
delivering Meals on Wheels three weeks each month, five days
a week, and transporting eye tissue to the Iowa Lions Eye Bank
in Iowa City “on demand.” Four members served at a blood
drive in Kellogg April 19. Held pancake breakfast for Iowa
Lions Foundation and Hospice in Jasper County.
Newton – Hearing aids and glasses, new eyeglass collection
box. Camp Hertko Hollow student pancake breakfast, silent
auction
Ames – Collect food from local grocery stores
Ames Breakfast – Iowa KidSight conference
Ames Breakfast / Ames Noon – The Ames Noon Lions
together with the Ames Breakfast Lions served 550 turkey
dinners as a fundraiser for club activities on April 29.
Bondurant – Visually impaired camp
Clive – Driving Miss Daisy. Providing ice cream treats to
On Deck kids. KidSight screening
Des Moines Parks – Rendezvous on Riverview
East Des Moines – Golf outing
Garwin – Donation GMG After Prom
Nevada – Paper recycling
Pleasant Hill – Popcorn assisted living center
Sully – After Prom party
West Des Moines – Paper shredding day.
Windsor Heights – Did KidSight for about 30 kids. Cooked
pancakes for about 100 at The Amanda the Panda Camp at
Camp Wesley Woods near Indianola.

Two Ames clubs working together for their turkey dinner.
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CONGRATULATIONS NEW MEMBERS

The Newton Lions Club recently donated four trees to the city of
Newton in observance of “Earth Day.” The trees will be planted
at the Newton City Library. Pictured L-R above are Lion Terri
Ayres; Nicole Lindstrom, library director; Becca Klein, public
service librarian; and Lion Carla Robeson.

Ames: Arden Williams, Ronald Williams
Bondurant: Kim Bailey, Richard Sidwell
Des Moines South: John Borgus
Iowa State Univ.: Hannah Gehering, Samantha Pang
Marshalltown Evening: George Stone
Mitchellville: Trish Myers
Montezuma: Daryl Eichenberger, Andy Erselius
Parks Community: Jayne Copple
Pleasant Hill: Andrea McGinn, Curtis Gause
Prairie City: Chad Alleger, Stacie Alleger
Story City: Ernest Anfinson
Urbandale: Timothy Olejneczac
IN MEMORIAM
Colo – Ray Granger
Green Mountain – Billy Degman
Johnston – Richard Garlan
Marshalltown Noon – Michael Moehrl, Leonard Stubbs
Tama-Toledo – Kenneth Carson
Urbandale – Donald Bast

The Newton Lions Club recently awarded certificates and cash
awards to the top three posters of the 90 posters entered in
the Lions peace poster contest. Pictured above is the winner of
the contest. L-R: Terri Ayres, Newton Lions Club peace poster
contest coordinator; Anna Johnson, peace poster winner; and
Libby O’Lear, art teacher at Newton schools.

Montezuma Lions Club recently donated $1,800 for a set of ten
tables and cart for the Montezuma Community School. Pictured
are, from left, Paul Hawkins, the school’s head of transportation
and maintenance; Dave Ver Steeg, school superintendent and
Lions club secretary-treasurer; and Paul Keferl, Lions club
president. Donation of the tables will help toward eliminating
the need to import tables from outside sources for some of the
larger annual events that occur at the school.

Mabel and Bud Lemke of Johnston were again first in line this
year at 7 a.m. on May 7 at the Johnston Lions Club breakfast.
They are very loyal customers. They were first in line in 2015,
2013 and 2011, second in line in 2012, and 3rd in line in 2014.
They like the pancakes and smoked sausage and the Lions club
special scrambled egg recipe. Over 500 people were served at
the annual Johnston club event.
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zone chair has about seven or eight clubs in the zone your
club is in.  As a zone chair, you will visit each of the clubs
in your zone at least once a year.  You also need to have at
least two multiple club zone meetings in this year.  

9SE

Don Foor
District Governor
380 S. Nebraska St.
Letts, Iowa 52754-9668
Ph. 319-726-3131
Email: dfoor@iowatelecom.net

Well folks here it is, I’ve come to the end of my
term.  I’ve had some ups and downs, but I have had an
amazing ride.   I want you to know that I’ve enjoyed
every minute of it.  
You Lions have been wonderful.  You’ve invited me
to share meals, stories, and lots of good fellowship.  This
is the most wonderful job in the world.  My advice to you
all is to think about advancing yourselves up the ladder so
that you can put yourself in line to do this.  Here are the
requirements.  First of all you must serve on the board of
directors of your club.  Then you have to have at least a
year in the president’s position.  You must then serve in the
district governor’s cabinet as a zone chair.  There are no
short cuts.  Lions International wants qualified candidates.
I can tell you that I also attended Great Plains Lions
Leadership Institute, and Advanced Lions Leadership
Institute.  These institutes aren’t a requirement, but they
are the most worthwhile schools that can train you to be
in a leadership position – district governor or not.  I can
tell you this: If I was hiring someone to fulfill a leadership
position in my company, I would be impressed with this
on a resume.   
You must then submit your name as a DG candidate
to your club.  You must have your club’s approval.  After
you have done that you can nominate yourself, or have
someone submit your name in nomination to the cabinet,
as a second vice governor.  You must be elected at your
district convention.  If after the district convention is over
and no one has stepped forward, you can ask the district
governor to hold a cabinet meeting and ask to be elected
by the cabinet.  

You can pick the club or place to have these multiples.  
Most zone chairs pick a place to have a meal, be it a club
or restaurant.  If you have a Pizza Ranch in your zone, I
suggest that is a great place. You can ask your DG for help
in getting a speaker. But the real purpose of the meeting
is to let clubs share information about the troubles or
successes that they have experienced.  
The second most rewarding job that I had was as a
trustee for the Iowa Lions Foundation.   It taught me to
be a better speaker, and I learned more about what the
foundation does, and about the entities that it supports.
It’s something to think about.

In Memoriam

Columbus Junction: Connie Lewis
Iowa City: Lowell Schoer

New Members

Club
New Member
Blakesburg:
Jim Huer  
                      
Karie Huer
Burlington Host: Julie Hoschech
Fremont:
Christa Muell
Iowa City:
Chantel Schmidt
Iowa Wesleyan University:
Kendra Hefner
                             Bikesh Maharjan
                             Sureswor Tandukar
Ottumwa Noon: David Weilbrenner
Pella:
Richard Gogg

Sponsor
Charles Fiscella
Charles Fiscella
Marlis Roberts
William Ward
Susie Brown
Joan Thompson
Joan Thompson
Joan Thompson
James Robinson

No matter how you’re elected, the real work now
begins.   You have more schooling that is required of
you.   Remember this, Lions International wants district
governors to be educated in Lions, and in life.  I can tell
you this folks, the time I spent learning to be a district
governor, was the most worthwhile training that I ever
received.
If you’re not sure you want to be a district governor,
try volunteering as a cabinet chair, such as a zone chair, or
any number of other chairs that fill a governor’s cabinet.  A

Lion Prudence Wallace of the Morning Sun Lions Club is her
club’s Lion of the year. Pictured with her are, from left, PDG Hoyt
Griffin and DG Foor, and at right is her husband, Club President
Terry Wallace.
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Service with
no strings
attached
Agency: A donation of $350 to Iowa Lions Foundation,
$200 to Camp Courageous, $100 to support local baseball
teams, also collected eyeglasses.
Albia: Donated money to Emergency Closet, and to the
local Peace Quilters group.
Blakesburg: Donated $100 to County 4-H Expo and held
monthly fundraiser.
Columbus Junction: Held pancake and sausage
fundraiser, collected eyeglasses, gave spruce tree seedlings
to school children to plant, awarded two $500 scholarships
to seniors, and picked up trash on Highway 92.
Corydon: Members and spouses cleaned up local museum
for opening, and held eye screenings for 24 children.
Crawfordsville: Did highway cleanup on 218.
Danville: Presented charter to Danville High School Leos,
and discussed butterfly project with them.   Club gave
$250 to local first place seventh grade science winner for
trip to Arizona national convention.
Fort Madison: Gave $500 donation to KidSight, $850
donation to ILF, $100 donated to Dist. Care and Share,
$500 to Camp Hertko Hollow, $500 to Camp Courageous
and $200 to Lions Youth Exchange Camp.
Grandview-Letts: Sponsored SE District Convention,
and gave $500 scholarship to IWU student.
Melcher-Dallas: Produces community newsletter, gave
donation to second year national officer to attend festival,
held fundraiser dinner to help pay for senior scholarships,
and gave $75 to Lions Youth Camp.
Ottumwa Noon: Twelve members participated in
National Walking Day, picked up trash in designated areas
for Make Ottumwa Shine Week.
Oskaloosa: Held vision screenings, and donated to Pekin
Ministerial Fund to help with needy.
Pella: Donated $500 to Camp Hertko Hollow and

This is the
district and
state Lions
Peace Poster
Contest winner.
It is from
Liberty Sink of
Burlington. It
was displayed at
the SE District’s
convention
and the State
Convention.
Congratulations
Liberty.

collected eyeglasses.
Richland: Three attended zone meeting, collected 600
pairs of eyeglasses, one person attended district convention
and taught one class, donated to Pekin Ministerial Assoc.
Sigourney: Recycled eyeglasses, picked up newsprint for
recycling fundraiser.  
Victor: Participated in vision screening.   Distributed
small trees to fourth grade students.
Washington: Made $250 quarterly donation to LCIF,
one member participated in musical portion of district
convention, sponsored blood drive and called people
for blood drive donation, re-screened two children, two
people attended charter night for campus club.
West Burlington:  Held KidSight vision screenings.
Williamsburg: Held KidSight vision screenings.
There’s not much more I can add to this month, except
to congratulate DGE Paul Hain, 1st VDGE Nancy Slack,
and 2nd VDGE Dave McGregor, and to wish them much
success in the coming new year.  
Thank you all, I’ve had a marvelous time as your
District Governor, but like all things it must come to an
end.  So Goodbye and Farewell, but I’ll stick around as
your District GLT for next year.

One of my greatest pleasures is visiting with Leo clubs. This is my newest club, the Notre Dame Leo Club. Pictured lower right
is Lion Beth Delaney of the Burlington Host club who is their advisor. The students are Lions-In-Waiting. That means they’re
waiting to be recruited.
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We had a good Fall Rally in Monticello at Camp
Courageous in October and a good district convention
in Clarence this year. I would like to thank the clubs that
attended and helped with the collecting of paper products
for the camp and the items for the Veterans’ Home in
Marshalltown.

9EC

Donna Wood
District Governor
P.O. Box 9
401 East 1st Street
Mechanicsville, Iowa 52306
Ph. 563-249-9962
donpau@netins.net

Welcome New Members

Final greetings from the governor

We are winding down the Lions year. This is my final
newsletter to you in the district. I would like to thank all
the Lions in District 9EC for your support during this
year.
My goals for the year for clubs and membership have
not been met. We have lost two clubs and losing two
others. The Donahue and Bennett clubs closed last fall.
Calamus is getting ready to close this spring. I have also
been informed that Springville would like to close. Not
exactly how I wanted my year to go, losing clubs for the
district and not replacing.  Our membership has taken a
dive this year. At the start of the year the district had 1,438
members. We have added 85 members, lost 124 members;
so we are showing a net loss of 39 members. The ending
number as of this writing is 1,399 members.
Our donations to the Iowa Lions Foundation are
$23,485. The budget is $40,000. So we are short on
getting the budget for our district. There have been 32 out
of 52 clubs that have donated so far.
Our Lions Clubs International Foundation giving is
sitting at $21,842 – with 29 out of 52 clubs donating.
Leader Dog donations through March are $2,025
with 12 clubs donating and $11,725 are for the capital
campaign for the kennel project with 14 clubs donating.

NEW MEMBER
JERRY D. NICHOLS
YVONNE C. NICHOLS
ADAM J. EDSTROM
CAITLIN HAYWARD
FRANK B. WOOD
JAN MUHL
JANIS MUHL
STEVE STAKER
SHIRLEY DURBAND
MONICA ENGELBART
ERIC ENGLEBART
MASON J. SMITH
RENEE S. CURLER
CLAY R. SCHULTE

—CLUB—
Bettendorf
Bettendorf
DeWitt
DeWitt
Eldridge
Lost Nation
Lost Nation
Mount Vernon
Olin
Olin
Olin
Olin
Walcott
Walker

SPONSOR
THOMAS STOTT
KAREN STOTT
MICHAEL THOMAS
JACOB HAYWARD
DAN O’FLAHRITY
ENOS IHNS
ENOS IHNS
DON KOPPENHAVER
NICHOLAS MOORE
JEAN MC PHERSON
JEAN MC PHERSON
JACKIE SMITH
No Sponsor Named
CHRIS NIELSEN

IN MEMORY OF:

RICHARD J. TIMMER – Low Moor
EDWARD A. KETELSEN – Tipton

CLUB ACTIVITIES

ALBURNETT—Highway cleanup, helped with
screening for 7th and 8th grade with school nurse.

vision

ANDOVER--Sponsor a hole for Virdi Eye Golf Classic
tournament, attended zone meeting in Welton, turned in
eyeglasses, roadside cleanup.
ANDREW—Cornea tissue transport 125 miles, monthly
reading program at the Andrew school, Lions members were
honored at the April Leadership Assembly and at Leadership
Day activities for their contributions to the Andrew School,
donation to YMCA.
BETTENDORF--Presented two $1,000 and one $500
scholarship to high school seniors. Screened 819 children in
2015 / 2016 with 51 referrals. Annual Pancake Days held.

Center Point Lions Club President Greg Rhinehart receives
on behalf of his club an International President’s Certificate of
Appreciation.

Lion Kenny Elwold receiving his District 9EC Leader of the
Year award, with DG Donna Wood.
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BLUE GRASS—Transported person to medical appointment,
blood drive with 39 units collected, donated to LCIF, 3 Lions
attended district convention, received 100% club award for
2014-2015, received 100% club president award, environmental
recycling, assisted Blue Grass Boy Scouts by preparing rifle
range, donated items to Iowa Veterans’ Home, sold flower and
vegetable plants at city wide garage sale.
CEDAR RAPIDS NOON—Iowa KidSight screenings, peace
poster winner was honored at annual award dinner, collected
eyeglasses, assistance to school-club partnership.
CLINTON—Iowa KidSight screening.
DAVENPORT HOST—Provided funds to help visually
impaired person at Camp Courageous this summer, Iowa
KidSight screenings, support Lions Youth Exchange Camp,
purchase hearing aid for individual, eyeglasses purchased for
individual, Iowa Lions Foundation donation, District Care and
Share donation.
ELDRIDGE—Helped move books for library book sale, sold
Lions mints, roadside cleanup with local Cub Scout group,
collected for North Scott food pantry, eyeglasses collection,
cornea tissue transport, 4th grade Arbor Day presentation –
giving each a tree to plant; 3 scholarships given to North Scott
seniors.
GOOSE LAKE—Highway cleanup.
HIAWATHA—Iowa KidSight screening, collected hearing
aids and eyeglasses at Earth Day event.
LOW MOOR--Donated to two local service organizations,
Fishing has no Bounties and Clinton Co. Autism. Helping a
family after tornadic wind damage to their home.
LOWDEN--Combined meeting to meet foreign students, Patriotic
Essay Contest, Sioux City Blitz Iowa KidSight screenings, Iowa
KidSight screening, donation of eyeglasses, 7 Lions attended
district convention, Lowden Lions Food Trailer, cornea tissue
transport, donated items to Veterans’ Home at convention.
MAQUOKETA—Hosted zone meeting in Welton, donate
money and help with fish restocking.
MECHANICSVILLE—Donations of $300 Camp Hertko
Hollow, camp sponsorships $50, Diabetes Awareness $1,200,
Iowa Lions Foundation $100, Care and
Share $100, Leader Dog $75, Iowa
Veterans Home at district convention, 3
members attended district convention,
donated collected eyeglasses.

PARK VIEW—Community clean up, helped with after school
club.
PRESTON—Helped spruce up the town sign by placing
rock and pulling weeds around it, purchased eyeglasses for
individual.
STANWOOD—Two members helped with handicap ramp
assembly, hosted the district convention, 10 members attended
district convention, donated $150 to the Lions Visual Impairment
Camp, $50 to the Iowa Lions Youth Exchange Camp, $100 to
District 9EC Care & Share, $100 to Camp Hertko Hollow, $250
to the Lions Clubs International Foundation and $350 to the
Iowa Lions Foundation. 200 pairs of eyeglasses and 2 hearing
aids were donated for recycling. Stanwood Lions Club Dinner
Show held with Fusion as entertainment, 3 Lions helped with
Camp Courageous Omelet Breakfast, Iowa KidSight Sioux
City Blitz, Iowa KidSight screenings, Stanwood, Lowden and
Mechanicsville Lions Clubs combined meeting for foreign
exchange students.
TIPTON—Donated $1,000 in memory of a Lion to Iowa
Lions Foundation, donated $250 to Care and Share, donated
$500 to Lions Clubs International Foundation, 8 members
attended district convention, President Denny Dykstra was
presented District Lion of the Year award, donated eyeglasses
and hearing aids, DG Donna Wood installed 2 new members,
blood drive with 40 people donating, built handicap ramp in the
community.
WALCOTT—Four members attended district convention,
eyeglasses donated, donated $600 to Virdi Eye Clinic golf
tournament, $50 memorial to Iowa Lions Foundation for
brother of a member.
WEST BRANCH—Iowa KidSight screenings at kindergarten
roundup and elementary school carnival, worked Carver
Hawkeye concession stand for all basketball and wrestling
and various other activities held at Carver Hawkeye, highway
cleanup along Herbert Hoover Highway, park cars for track
meets and Hoover Library events.
WEST LIBERTY--Awards to graduating high school students
5 at $500, After Prom Party donation of $100.
WYOMING--Jones County Extension Summer Camp, Post
Prom activities.

MILES—Donated to Leader Dog.
MONTICELLO—91 units collected
at Lions blood drive; Iowa KidSight
screenings,
MUSCATINE—Two members attended
zone meeting, food pantry delivery,
member attended the Muscatine Food
Pantry board meeting, three members
attended district convention, Iowa
KidSight screenings, Guiding Lions
attended Fruitland Community Lions
meeting.

DeWitt Lions Club recently added its 100th and 101st members. Pictured are, from left,
PDG Dick Polansky; 1st VDGE Jim Bixler; new member Robin Krogmann; Krogmann’s
sponsor, Mary Reuter; Dr. Jacob Howard, sponsor of his wife, Caitlin (second from right);
Mike Thomas (in back, third from right), sponsor of Adam Edstrom, far right.
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9NE

The Dubuque
Evening club
environmental
day project
planting a
tree in Burden
Park with PDG
Paul Scherner
pretending to
work.

Dr. Gene Noonan
District Governor
2259 Wedgewood
Dubuque, Iowa 52002
Ph. 563-556-8464
gnoonan2000@aol.com

This is a bittersweet task for me this month. I have
really enjoyed this year serving the Lions of 9 NE as your
District Governor. We have accomplished more than I
ever could have imagined. I have met a lot of Lions this
year and that was my highlight for the year, meeting all
the dedicated Lions doing their best to help the needy in
their communities, way to go. I have had a lot of FUN
this year seeing how you take care of your communities,
thank you. Now let’s go out on top this year with a positive
increase in membership, we are so close to achieving this
goal. I hope the membership blitz will push us over the
hump; also, before members are dropped please ask them
why and talk to them – maybe there is a solution to keep
them on as a member. I hope that everyone has learned
something new about Lions this year; I know I learned a
lot and had a great time doing it. Thank you for all you do
for Lions, and thank you for being A LION!

The Nashua Plainfield Lions awards night.

Together We Can Grow Contest
Top five contenders as of 4-30-2016
Club
% increase
1. Dubuque Evening          50.00%
2. Shellsburg                      20.00%
3. McGregor Clan              16.00%
4. Janesville                       13.33%
5. Jesup                              12.50%
  Way to go – keep up the great work!

Nashua Plainfield inducting new members into their club.
Pictured are, left to right, sponsor John Larsen with new member
Megan Swick and new member Jim Pratt with sponsor Louie
Harrington.

Dyersville
environment
day, planting
trees with 32
fourth grade
students who
shoveled dirt,
carried mulch,
and watered
the trees. One
of the trees is
in the center
of the picture.
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District Statistics

Clubs with a positive increase in members 20
41.66%
Clubs without a new member
15
31.25%
Clubs with new members but a net loss
13
27.08%
Clubs not reporting club service activities
7 (over 24 months)
Number of Lion hours
		
14,020 hours
Number of people served (38 clubs)
83,376 people served

Dates to Remember
June 24-28   99th International Convention
                      Fukuoka Japan
July 24-30   World Series of Beep Baseball
                    Ames Iowa
July 25       Waterloo Bucks Baseball Lions
Night at the Waterloo ballpark

Dubuque Noon Lions
Club environment
project at the
Arboretum, shoveling
mulch into beds;
shown there left to
right are Maryelen Vera
and Club President
Mary Trannel.

Cedar Valley Evening Lions Club presenting Lori Short,
program director of Iowa KidSight, a check for $2,000 for
KidSight. Cedar Valley Evening has had 637 sessions and a
total of 16,080 children screened.
Lion Elizabeth
Hancock from
the Waverly
Lions Club
presents a check
for $80.00 to
Sue VanHemert
of the Waverly
Library for the
4th thru 6th
grade reading
program.

Monday, July 25, 2016
Come get together with fellow
Lions from all over the Cedar
Valley in the Bucks Party Deck.
Each $26.00 ticket includes:
– Ticket to get into the reserved
section
– All-inclusive food and beverage
service for 3 full hours (or until
game ends)
– Socializing with other members
Friends & family members welcome; wear your Lions
apparel; bring your club banners for display!

Ticket Order Deadline: Monday, July 11

Yes! Count us in for Lions Club Night with
the Bucks - Monday, July 25 @ 7:05 PM.
(Gates open at 6:05 PM and
food and beverage begins at 6:30 PM)

Mail in this order form and payment to:
WATERLOO BUCKS, Attn: Clayton Grandquist
PO BOX 4124, Waterloo, IA 50704
Cash, credit, or checks (payable to Waterloo Bucks) accepted

Name: _____________________________________________
Address: ___________________________________________
City: ________________________State____ Zip:___________
Phone: _____________________________________________
E-mail: _____________________________________________
Credit Card No:______________________________Exp:_____
Or call the Bucks ticket office: 319-233-5633
to order over the phone with a credit card.
During Belle Plaine’s membership blitz day at the County Food
Store, Lion Dave Riheard hands out brochures and newest
member Kevin Johnson is ready to sign up members.

ATTENTION, GROUPS: Ordered tickets will be available at the
WILL CALL TABLE OUTSIdE ThE mAIN GATES under the
name on the order form.
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“Dinner With Joe” – the Immediate Past International President,
Joe Preston.

9SW

Dexter: Collected sleeping bags, blankets, and clothes for the
homeless.

Dean Brant
District Governor
1205 West Adams St.
Creston, Iowa 50801
Ph. 641-202-2191
E-mail: trbexpress@mchsi.com

Earlham: Assisted teachers in the classroom with reading
activities.
Exira: 3 Lions helped 13 students plant hostas and other plants
behind the Lions Center. 2 Lions helped many MS students
with painting the concession stand at the American Legion
Park. Had a garage sale. 3 members put new decals on the
Lions sign and replaced the post. Had appreciation breakfast
for Leo Club.

CALENDAR

June 11: District Cabinet Meeting
June 24:28, 2016: 99th International Convention
Fukuoka, Japan
		
July 22-24, 2016: Great Plains Lions Leadership
Institute
July 24-30, 2016: World Series of Beep Baseball

CLUB ACTIVITIES

Adair: One member attended a seminar team planning meeting
for the 2016 USA/Canada Forum between Planning and
Host committees. 1 member attended the 2016/2017 Officers
Training and helped with the training. 2 members attended a
planning meeting with Villisca Lions and 9SW District Leo
chair regarding forming a Leo club in Villisca. 1 member
attended MD9 state planning committee meeting in Ames.
Hosted the 2020 USA/Canada Forum site inspection team in
Des Moines. 2 members attended 9NE convention in Dubuque
and was a presenter. Attended 9SE convention and presented a
seminar on Helen Keller.
Adel: Provided assistance for middle and high school kids for
eye exams and new glasses to replace broken glasses. Helped
South Dallas County Landfill collect and recycle 2,518 lbs. of
chemicals, oil, fluorscent light bulbs and other waste products.
Atlantic: Voted to give YMCA $50 more so the club will have a
banner at the YMCA. Have one new member. Need to do some
cleaning and painting at the country schoolhouse. Planning a
spaghetti supper in September.
Audubon: 6 members attended the Officers Training for
2016/2017. One member conducted the secretary/treasurer
training. Put mulch on the trail.
Carlisle: 4 members attended the Peach Affair dinner & auction
fundraiser for Dollars for Scholars. Helped clean up limbs in
yards. Collected used eyeglasses. Visited shut-ins and Care
Center.
Clearfield: Matched a $500 grant to the Clearfield Public
Library; matched a $2,500 grant to the school building for
repairs; purchased a computer igniter for Clearfield Fireworks
Display for July 4. One member attended the 9SW District
Cabinet Meeting.
Creston: Supported YMCA to organize before school activities.
2 members attended Officers Training. 2 members attended the

Grand River: 2 members attended the 60th anniversary
celebration for the Leon Lions Club.
Harlan: 4 seniors received scholarships from the Harlan Lions.
Screened 38 children’s eyes. Had a joint meeting with the
Atlantic Lions Club.
Indianola Noon: Through Tater Shack sales at the recent
Indianola Fire Department Open House and KidSight screenings,
we were able to help the Indianola Evening Lions examine a
number of children’s eyes. Donated $1,000 to Indianola Fire
Department; $1,000 to Indianola Dollars for Scholars. $2,000
was pledged to support four $500 annual renewing scholarships
that we give to local students attending Simpson College. Tater
Shack was at the first Indianola bike night and grossed over
$2,500 in sales.
Indianola Evening: Screened 34 preschool children in April.
Jamaica: Gave two $500 scholarships to be applied to the start
of the second semester of college.
Martensdale: Planted a tree. Donated the club’s hall for the
state Lioness meeting. Bought ad in Pride of Iowa B & G Track
Meet flyer to encourage local school athletes and advertise our
Lions club.
Massena: Picked up litter on 2 miles of Hwy 92 near Massena.
Donated to Lions International, Iowa Lions, Leader Dog, and
Camp Hertko Hollow. Collected syrup, peanut butter, and
grape jelly for Table of Mercy, a group that serves pancakes to
the homeless in Omaha.

Welcome New Lions Members

Member
Jon C. Johnson
James T. Reissig
Keith Worland
Timothy Fechner
Janet Grush
Carrie Knox
Michael Maddy

Club
Sponsor
Atlantic
Aaron Siggins
Council Bluffs Barry Jose
Creston
Lores Stewart
Dexter
Dixie Simpson
Dexter
Dixie Simpson
Diagonal			
Mt. Ayr
Kevin Dessinger

IN REMEMBRANCE
William Roth-------------------Audubon
Bonnell Kinnetz-------------------Stuart		
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Mt. Ayr: Three $300 scholarships to graduating seniors.
Donated the use of the children’s train for Ringgold County
Hospital Health Fair. Members helped unload trucks for the
Red Cross Blood Drive; had a membership drive at Fifes Grove
Park. BBQ supper was provided to members and their families
and prospective members. Served annual spaghetti supper with
funds to go to the scholarship fund.
Neola: Donated $100 for wells, water for Sudan. 5 members
attended the dedication for Trees for Life in Crescent. Gave $50
to Gage family. 8 members did railroad clean up. 4 members
attended the Officers Training meeting. 2 were presenters.
Panora: 3 members attended the Officers Training for
2016/2017 year. 22 members worked with Panorama High
School to put on a variety show with the students. Donated
over 200 pair of eyeglasses.
Perry: Set out 150 American flags in Perry’s business district,
5 members set flags out each of the three mornings and took
down in the evening. This was to promote our Flags Over
Perry program, an upcoming fundraiser. 6 members worked on
the KidSight program. Did some retakes and screened others
who were new to the area. 2 children we tested in October are
now wearing glasses. Helped a lady get eyeglasses. 12 Lions
members did a roadside clean up before the April 25 meeting.
Made donations to Iowa Lions Foundation and Leader Dog
program. Working on membership drive for cook-out in May.
Gave two $500 scholarships to Perry High School seniors; made
a donation to Home Town Perry Foundation of $200. Setting
out 200 American flags on Memorial Day.
St. Charles: Held community luncheon after Main Street
spruce up.
Tingley: Donated to Mt. Ayr and Diagonal after prom activities,
Leader Dog, LCIF. Sold 160 ads and had the Ringgold County
Fair Book published as a fundraiser. Hosted the Zone Chair.
Putting new flooring in the Tingley Lions’ ballpark concession
stand. Supervised the painting of the ballpark pump house
during Youth Service Day.
Villisca: Gave $250 to Relay For Life; $100 to a student for a
trip to Costa Rica. Trained 11 Leos and 5 Lions in March and
April.
Winterset: 3 members attended the Officer Training in Creston,
1 member was a presenter.

Lions around the world impact
the lives of millions of people
each year. Imagine the difference
your club can make when you
Ask one person to join you
in service. It’s simple to impact the lives of more
people, just ask a family member, friend or neighbor
to serve with you. Since last July, over 51,000 Lions
have invited for impact and asked a new Lion to join
their club. Join their ranks and ask one today. Let’s
keep the positive membership for 9SW going and
finish the year on a positive note.

Twelve members of the Perry Lions Club did roadside clean up
before the club’s April 25 meeting.

Message From the District Governor

Where has the year gone?  Lion Twila and I wonder
that very thought. It seems like only yesterday we were
making are preparations to go to Honolulu to become the
9SW District Governor.  It has been a busy, fun-filled and
eventful year.  Twila and I have had a fantastic time.  9SW
District is a Top Notch Team of Lions.  We have been so
pleased to meet and make new friends in 9SW, Lions in
MD9 and from all around the world.
As I write these notes, LCI shows 9SW as having a
positive in membership. This is something that we can
all be proud of as we have had a positive in membership
all year to the present.  I am sure if we each ASK 1 and
each do a little as a team, we will complete the Lion year,
2015/2016 with a positive membership.  We just have to
keep working and not let down and it will happen. We
have good ground work started with other parts of our
goals of chartering new clubs, campus clubs, extension
clubs and Leo Clubs.
District 9SW has a great team of leaders stepping
up for the 2016/2017 year.   We are looking forward to
working with them in the Centennial Celebration year. We
wish them great success in the coming year.
It has truly been our honor to serve as 9 SW District
Governor and Partner-In- Service.

District Governor Dean Brant
and Partner-In-Service Twila Brant
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Our Centennial is a
tremendous opportunity to
celebrate your club’s service
and raise the visibility of your
club in the community. 		
Here are some great ways
to promote your club:

9NW

Mark Essing
District Governor
P.O. Box 33
Manson, Iowa 50563-0033
Ph. 515-570-3070
E-mail: markessing@ncn.net

(1) Host a Centennial
Service Challenge Project and
invite your community to join in.

District Governor’s final comments

This has been an inspiring year, while serving as a District
Governor. I have encountered tremendous tradition that our
clubs and club members possess. I have seen a great enthusiasm
in Lion members living the “We Serve” aspect and how you
provide Leadership, in maintaining support of your programs.
Your programs certainly do benefit your communities greatly.
Please take pride in what you are doing for others. You have
earned it.
I am impressed by the Lions members that have served for
so many years. It is an honor to present Charter Monarch and
Monarch Chevron awards, in recognition of our members’
dedication and service longevity. This year District 9NW Lions
earned chevron awards for 10 years to 55 years of service. And
we had some 35 and 55 year Charter Member Chevron awards
also. They represent a lifetime story of service for many Lions.
In many cases, all because a person was invited to join Lions
Clubs International – “ASK ONE.”
In receiving invitations to visit 9NW clubs this year, I could
see and feel the emotions of Lions members fulfilling our
International President Dr. Jitsuhiro Yamada’s message
and request of experiencing “DIGNITY, HARMONY,
HUMANITY” as this year’s theme. Based on the reports I have
received about club activities and contributions, this has been
a very successful year of our members serving others in their
communities and world-wide.
Membership growth starts with Retention. I offered a goal
to District 9NW to reach a “Plus 33” membership status by
June 30, 2016. With 44 clubs and one Lioness club, it seemed
obtainable. I am happy to report many clubs have exceeded this
goal by inducting three or more new members this year already.
So I am proud of what you have accomplished and thank you
for such a great effort.
I appreciate all the support received from our members, club
officers, district cabinet and multilple district leaders. And a
special “Thank You” to Roger Allen, Editor Emeritus of The
Iowa Lion magazine and his support staff, for their fantastic
efforts in the production of such a fine publication, “The Iowa
Lion,” for all members to enjoy.
The future may bring more changes and challenges that we will
need to embrace and support, so our work is never done nor
taken for granted.
-- DG Mark

(2) Plan a Centennial Legacy Project and dedicate and
commemorate the contribution.
(3) Plan your Centennial Celebration to highlight the work
and service of your club.

A new member to the Hartley Lions Club was inducted by DG
Mark Essing at the May 19 club visitation. Pictured are new
member John Buck, at left, with Sponsor Wayne Rossman and
DG Essing.

Madrid Lions Club closed its last meeting of the Lions year on
May 17 with the election of officers and the induction of four
new members. Pictured are, from left, President Howard Clegg,
President elect/mentor Terry Ostendorf, new member Adam
Ostert, Mentor Ron Epprt, new member Andrew Prichard, new
member Clark Helms and Mentor Lynn Depping. New member
not present is Tom Atkinson. The Madrid Lions will meet again
August 2 to organize for the 2016-17 Lions year and prepare the
Labor Day Chicken BBQ.
As part of my
DG visit to the
Badger Lions
Club I had
the privilege
of presenting
the Warren
Coleman
Honorary
Award to Club
Treasurer Jim
Dexter.
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Manson Lions Club hosts an Omelet Breakfast
Fundraiser involving the local Cub Scout
Pack. The Lions club is the Charter Sponsor
of the local Scouts with DG Mark Essing being
the designated Sponsor/Coordinator. This
project was reported to Lions Clubs Int’l., to
qualify for a Centennial Award in the Youth
Area of Service. Adults pictured are, from left
to right – Lions members: Arnold Smith, Rev.
Chadric Dietrich (new member), Joyce Blair,
DG Mark Essing, Janet Johnson, Pat Essing,
Mindy Davis (new member), Wayne Parker,
Todd Reuter and Cub Scout Leaders: Greg
Marquart and Dale Eldridge.

Two Sac City Lion members were given Chevron Awards during
the district governor’s visit to the club. From the left, DG Mark,
Richard Brown and Iva Boisen.

DG Essing inducted two new members into the Manson Lions
Club on May 10. Their names are Tim and Mindy Davis. They
were sponsored by Arnold Smith, the club’s charter member.

9NW Club Activity Reports
Everly Lions - Held Burger Bar and donated proceeds to:
Little Mav’s, Ketelson Center, Everly Fire Dept., RIF Program
and for little league lights in Royal. Also received request for
hearing aid assistance and held a work day to clean up the
baseball diamond in Everly.
Fort Dodge Noon Lions - Held annual ditch clean up with
help received from the youth ball players and held a cookout
afterward.
This year’s District 9NW Peace Poster Winner Reagan Freeman
receiving a check from 9NW District Treasurer Raymond
Ohlinger during a visit to the Sheldon Lions Club. Pictured are,
from the left, Raymond Ohlinger, Reagan Freeman, Mrs. Lois
Vreeman - the Middle School art teacher, and DG Mark Essing.

Three new members were inducted for the Rockwell City Lions
Club by DG Mark Essing at the May 23 club visitation. From the
left are Club President Kenneth Hupton, new members Jennifer
Roberts, Mandie Winward and LuAnn Plan, and far right is
Sponsor Diane Vavak. Sponsor David Ahlrichs is absent from
photo.

Hartley Lions - Awarded eight $250 scholarships at the HMS
High School Class Night. Eight members and one spouse
cleaned debris from a ditch. The club made these donations:
$500 to the Hartley Community Center, $500 to the Hartley
Ambulance, $1,000 to the Hartley Fire Department, $200 to the
American Legion, $500 to the Iowa Lions Foundation, $500 to
Lions Clubs International Foundation, $500 to the Hartley Park
Board/Summer Recreation Program, $500 to the Jonah Hilbert
Family, and $100 to the local Blood Drive for expenses.
West Bend Lions - Donated $1,000 to the West Bend Fire
Department to help pay for their new fire station. The club took
part in the Fourth Grade Foresters USA program this year. The
club purchased 30 Norway Spruce trees and presented them to
members of the Gilmore City and West Bend-Mallard fourth
grade classes.
Many projects and contributions were reported to Lions Clubs
International web site and I thank all the club secretaries/officers
for doing so.
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DISTRICT

9NC

Andrea Lee
District Governor
715 NE 3rd St.
Eagle Grove, Iowa 50533
515-448-9810
Email: andilee1307@yahoo.com

Hasta Luego – Sayonora – Do Svidaniya –
Ciao – Adios – Arivederci – Namaste – Au
Revoir – Adieu – Auf Wiedersehen – Dag
– Farvel – Totsiens – Adijo – Annyeong –
Aveto – Uzredzesanos – Later Dude – and
finally ALOHA.
It is hard to say good-bye. It has been my honor
and privilege to serve as your Governor for District
9NC. In my travels, I have made many new friends;
renewed old friendships; and had so much fun
visiting with so many Lions Clubs. Thank you all
for being such gracious hosts – and all the fantastic
events you have held to further Lionism throughout
the state of Iowa.
To my fellow Governors – this just is not good-bye.
I look forward to the coming Lions year(s) – and
revisiting some of your club events. You all have
brought new meaning to everything I do in the name
of Lionism. From my family – know that you have
brought joy and new meaning to my daughter, Julie
Curtis. She and her Leader Dog – Pepper – are totally
bonded – and work beautifully together. Thanks
to my guy – Dennis – who has been my chauffer,
mentor, helpmate, and gave me encouragement along
this journey.
To Lisa Prochaska, your District 9NC Governor
Elect – I wish you every success. You are such a
little bundle of energy, I just know you will wow
our District with your knowledge and super smile.
I really enjoyed attending the USA/Canada Forum
with you – and trying to keep pace (ha ha ha). Your
sincere caring and devotion to Lionism will shine
through. I am always here if you need my help with
anything.
Moving along now to reporting your District 9NC

news. Kanawha is one step closer to becoming an
official Lions Club. We are very excited to welcome
you, future Lions of Kanawha – and look forward to
helping you grow.
To all 9NC Past District Governors – as the soon to
be “immediate PDG” – I will once again try to have
our first meeting on June 8 at 11 a.m. The address
is Godfather’s Pizza, 805 Central Ave. W, Hampton,
IA 50441. PDG Kristen Buehner will chair this first
meeting, then pass the gavel (so to speak) to me.
Many of Iowa’s other Districts have very active PDG
Associations – and I have been taking notes on some
of the projects we can take on – as well as being
mentors to existing and future Cabinet members.
Your expertise is a valuable asset, and I am looking
forward to getting us up and running.
I have a special request. I am asking EVERY
CLUB IN DISTRICT 9NC to have at least 2
representatives from your clubs attend the state
convention. There are so many new and innovative
things to learn, and it will help you all in your
leadership skills. Even if you can only come for one
day, I strongly urge you to make every effort to attend.
Show your pride and dedication to the improvement
of your clubs – remembering that “where there is a
need – there is a Lion.”
Thank you to my District 9NC, to my awesome
Cabinet, and to many dear Lions friends who made
this past year such an enjoyable experience. I look
forward to continuing my service wherever needed,
and in my heart – there is “always a Lion.”

Aloha and thank you from District Governor Andrea Lee and
her husband PDG Dennis Lee - it has been a year of amazing
experiences.
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“What a Wonderful World”
Louis Armstrong
I see trees of green, red roses too.
I see them bloom, for me and you.
And I think to myself, what a wonderful world.
I see skies of blue, and clouds of white.
The bright blessed day, the dark sacred night.
And I think to myself, what a wonderful world.
The colors of the rainbow, so pretty in the sky.
Are also on the faces, of people going by,
I see friends shaking hands.
Saying, “How do you do?” They’re really saying,
“I love you”.

DGE (1st vice DG then) Lisa Prochaska with our shirts to
show we participated in the Step Out to Stop Diabetes fundraiser at the USA/Canada Forum in Grand Rapids, MI.

I hear babies cry, I watch them grow,
They’ll learn much more, than I’ll ever know.
And I think to myself, what a wonderful world.
Oh yeah.
This is how I feel about my wonderful Lions
world, and all the wonders I have seen therein.
God bless you all my Lion friends/family. My
heart is FOREVER a Lion.

The Clarion Lions constructed a new concession stand at
Lions Park. It was started in the spring of 2014 and is ready for
the spring 2016 baseball season. They spent over $2,000 from
the Lions funds and 300 plus man hours on the project. The
total cost was about $25,000.
Pictured left to right are Denny Bowman, John Koenig, Norm
Carlson, Bud Young, Steve Burkheimer, Jerry Weir, Shirley
Stevens, Rob Miller and Roger Brooks.
District Governor Andrea Lee with actress/
speaker Lisa Welchel.
Her session was wonderful as the keynote speaker at the USA/Canada
Lions Leadership Forum
- and I managed to get
a photograph, an autograph, and a hug.

SAVE THESE DATES
June 8
Peace Poster winner from Sheffield.

Past District Governors Meeting
11 a.m. at Godfather’s in Hampton.

June 10 District 9NC Cabinet Meeting
5:30 p.m. at Godfather’s in Hampton.
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Iowa Lions Foundation
An Iowa Lions Hearing Aid Bank testimonial
Submitted by Jack Schlesselman –
District 9NE Iowa Lions Foundation Trustee

What You Say?

Have you heard this said or something like it?
Many people, especially elderly people, have some
difficulty with hearing. This is where the Iowa Lions
Hearing Aid Bank comes into play. The Iowa Lions
Foundation has a good program it supports relating
to hearing aids. The Belle Plaine Lions had the
opportunity to help a local lady with a hearing aid
through the hearing aid bank supported by the Iowa
Lions. Here is her testimonial:
“I am very grateful for the help I received
from the Lions club to get hearing aids. My
hearing had really gone downhill where I could
not hear my TV without a loud speaker. It was
pointless to be around people unless they talked
loud. Some family got upset because I talked
loud. So it was a struggle at times. My hearing
loss has always been there, even as a child. So
I am so grateful that Lions club does their best
to test your children. It makes a big difference
in school. I know that was why I didn’t learn
well.
When I first got them, I was overwhelmed
because I could hear the talking behind me and
I did not have to watch lips. Driving home, it
was so noisy. It takes a while for your brain
to adjust and can even cause some anxiety
for awhile. I can hear my TV without extra
speakers, the birds singing in the morning, my
Great Grandkids talk. I can have a conversation
with others and not have them repeat what they
said. I am very grateful that I can hear the
world around me. Thanks Lions.”
-- Jerrilee VonAhsen
The Iowa Lions Hearing Aid Bank supplied the
free, used hearing aid, and the Belle Plaine Lions
shared the cost of the fee for molds, fitting and office
fees. That is basically how it works.

Pictured are Jerrilee VonAhsen with Belle Plaine
Vice President Paul Nickel (left) and 9NE Iowa Lions
Foundation Trustee Jack Schlesselman (right). See
VonAhsen’s grateful testimonial remarks at left.

Coordinator Chris Waring adds:

Thank you Belle Plaine and all the other clubs
that participate in the Hearing Aid Program.   I have
had some clubs refuse to participate as they did not
have the funds to help cover the cost of the moldings
or the visits and I would like to say that a club does
not have to contribute financially if you choose
not to. The recipient can be financially responsible
for those items and yet receive the hearing aids
themselves at no cost to your club.
You can also participate by adding hearing aids
to your eyeglass collections. Once collected you
can bring them to district conventions, mid-winter
conferences or state conventions or better yet mail
them to me directly!  When mailed to me they get in
the system quicker and you can save postage by not
sending anything but the hearing aids as the rest is
not usable.
If you have any questions please feel free to
contact me at ialionshearingaidbank@gmail.com or
call me at 319/827/1395.
Chris Waring
Iowa Lions Hearing Aid Bank Coordinator
924 Dohrmann St.
Jesup, IA 50648
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Here’s your chance to experience the USA/Canada Lions
Leadership Forum right in your own “backyard”
September 15-17, 2016 at the Century Link Center in Omaha, Nebraska
by PCC Ardie & Ken Klemish,
Host Committee Seminars Chairs
When North Americans want to the experience the
“color” and “taste” of the global nations in Lions Clubs
International, they attend the international convention,
usually held outside of the USA.  
But for the BEST LEADERSHIP
TRAINING, the place to be is the
40th annual USA/Canada Forum,
always held in the U.S. or Canada.  It
won’t be any closer than 2016, when
about 3,000 U.S. and Canadian Lions will gather in
Omaha to make new friends, renew old friends, and meet
Lions Clubs International officers.  Your registration fee
includes 60 seminars, 4 meals with inspiring,  motivational
speakers at each meal, and a Lion Handbook and forum
pin.  Most of the hotels offer free parking, and buses will
conveniently drive you from your hotel to the convention
site.  
Thursday night’s opening speaker is Billy Riggs, a
comedian/illusionist. Friday’s noon luncheon features
Lion Jay Blake, a blind drag racing owner and crew
chief.   Lions Clubs International President Bob Corlew
will highlight his 2016-17 theme of “New Mountains to
Climb” for the Saturday luncheon, and Dick Abel, retired
USAF Brigadier General will close the Forum on Saturday
evening, sending us home as motivated leaders, dedicated
to serving our communities with passion and spirit.
Seminars run from noon Thursday through noon
Saturday, and range from personal development to
club officer   training and general Lions information, to
fundraising ideas to spark your club’s project fund.  The
Forum Store features lots of Lions products (and you
don’t have to pay shipping fees, just carry it home in your
suitcase!).  Numerous non-Lion vendors will have quality
products for sale, many of which make ideal gifts for your
family and friends.  
For the first time ever, this year’s Forum will feature
“hands on” service projects, featuring LCI’s Centennial
Service Projects: vision, feeding the hungry, protecting the
environment, and engaging our youth.  By participating
in these service projects, you can help earn a centennial
service patch for your local club...just have your club
secretary report it in your club’s monthly service activities.
The Leos will be helping with the service projects as well
on Saturday afternoon.

SATURDAY IS LEO DAY: an entire day of special
events and speakers JUST FOR LEOS and service
activities as well.  Leos coming for just the one day pay
a special, low-rate registration fee.  Many Iowa Leos are
planning to attend.
   A special STRIDES WALK for diabetes
awareness will be held Thursday
afternoon.      
   Join North America’s Lion Leaders and
experience the most uplifting weekend
in your Lions career. All the events are easily accessible,
less than one mile off Interstate 80.   Dozens of great
restaurants feature mouth-watering Omaha steaks, and the
Henry Doorly Zoo, SAC Air Museum, the “Old Market”
and many other nearby attractions provide additional
touring interests for your weekend.  Come early and stay
late, make it a mini-vacation close to home.
Register today at www.lionsforum.org.  If you want
a paper registration form, call PCC Ardie Klemish at 641740-0148. Registrations postmarked after July 20th will
include $25 late fee, so ACT NOW.  
If you’d like to volunteer to help at the Forum, call
PCC Ardie and DGE Ken Klemish.

Iowa nominee selected
for LITPC scholarship

By PCC Duane Eldred
At the Midwest Pin Swap in Davenport, the Iowa Lions
Pin Traders held a meeting. At this meeting the application
from T.J. Kummerfeldt of Center Point and the Urbana
Leo Club was selected to send on to the International
Scholarship Committee. The Lions International Trading
Pin Club (LITPC) will award a $2,500 scholarship to two
graduating high school seniors who are a Leo member or
a grandchild or child of a Lion or Lioness member.
T.J. was Charter President of his Leo club, and has
been very active in community and Lions projects. He
planted trees, worked the concession stand at school,
served the homeless, helped decorate the church, went to
Ames and helped with the World Series of Beep Baseball,
worked Lions club fish fries, firemen breakfasts, and last
but not least he is an Eagle Scout.
  The announcement of the International winner will be
at the ILPTC Alternate Swap in Denver, Colorado, June
8-11, 2016. Wish T.J. the best.
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SUMMARY REVIEWS PROVIDED
ON STATE CONVENTION SEMINARS
SEMINARS, through which new information is presented and many ideas are shared,
are an important part of an Iowa Lions State Convention. Following are synopses of
three of the several seminars presented on June 4 at this year’s convention.

Seminar: “Recruiting the Younger Generation into Lionism”

Presented by 22-year-old Brandon Johnson (who will be a District Governor in 20182019—the youngest ever in Lionism!), this seminar gave the participants plenty of ideas on
how to attract and keep younger
members. As Branson pointed
out, the average age of Lions is 61
years and if we don’t get younger
members, it won’t be long before
Lions Clubs International will be
history.   He suggested that we
need to get out of our comfort
zones and try some new things
to attract younger members such
as a presence on social media;
provide more socialization opportunities; exciting meetings and speakers; and expecting scholarship recipients to continue
their community service involvement. He ended by saying that Millennials are engaged
in more community service than any preceding generation.  Thus they are looking for us
(Lionism) but they don’t know it and they wont if we don’t tell them what we have to
offer.

THE IOWA LION

Seminar: “Celebrating the Centennial as a Lions Club”

Presented by the Centennial Committee, a variety of presenters made us aware of the many activities that are being planned to
celebrate 100 years of Lionism. Although this list is not totally inclusive they include: A speech contest for high school students
featuring historic speeches by Melvin Jones and Helen Keller; Hickory Golf tournaments; A quilt show; a replication of the 1928
International Convention held in Des Moines, including a fashion show; historical feature articles in The Iowa Lion; and chartered
buses to the International Convention in Chicago in 2017.  The list seems to grow each day, so keep an eye out for something that
grabs your imagination.

Seminar: “Lions and Public Relations”

Telling the story of Lionism is not a one Lion job according to presenter International Director Robert Littlefield.  “Every club needs
someone in charge of public relations but everyone must participate,” he said.  This seminar presented ways for clubs to empower their
clubs’ public relations efforts.  Steps included developing relationships through personal contact with local media, identifying spokespersons who can speak about club projects, and using social media.  Littlefield emphasized that public relations is internal and external:  
internal in work with other Lions clubs by being aware of their projects and supporting them, and external by partnering with other local
organizations.  And that’s important.  “After all, we can do more together than we can do separately,” he concluded.

IMMEDIATE PAST INTERNATIONAL PRESIDENT JOE PRESTON poses with these Bondurant Lions – plus two Urbandale Leos,
at far right – who were the chefs and waiters doing a professional job at the April 23 “Dinner With Joe” in Mitchellville. About 75 Iowa
Lions enjoyed the dinner and evening with Preston, the 2015-2016 Chairman of Lions Clubs International Foundation (LCIF).

CHECK OUT THE INFORMATION AVAILABLE ON THE LIONS CLUBS OF IOWA WEB SITE: www.IowaLions.org
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